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Mount Mary University was founded  
in 1913 by the School Sisters of  
Notre Dame in Prairie Du Chien, WI,  
to provide an education exemplified by 
the strength of its academic programs 
and commitment to inspire students 
 to transform the world.  

The University moved to Milwaukee in 
1929, opening its doors to 132 young 
women who filled the two Gothic-style 
buildings, Notre Dame Hall and Caroline 
Hall. It was the first Catholic four-year 
women’s university in Wisconsin for 
laywomen who wanted to pursue 
an education. Today, Mount Mary 
University welcomes students of all 
faiths and backgrounds in more than 
50 undergraduate and 12 graduate 
programs.  

The strength of our historical University 
continues to lie, not in the grace of 
its architecture nor the beauty of its 
surroundings, but rather in the diverse 
lives of the students it serves and those 
who lead them. It is this power that 
forms the true cornerstone of Mount 
Mary, transforming the world around  
us, one graduate at a time.  



OPENING OF COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
Karen E. Friedlen, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Academic Affairs

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
Andrea Stapleton, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Mission and Justice

INVOCATION PRAYER 
Alexis Cain 

Sociology and Theology | May 2025

WELCOME 
Susan Bellehumeur ‘85 
Chair, Board of Trustees

GREETINGS ON BEHALF OF THE SCHOOL SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME 
Debra M. Sciano, SSND 

Provincial Leader, Central Pacific Province | School Sisters of Notre Dame

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE AND COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
Margaret Kelsey, J.D., M.B.A. 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
Karen E. Friedlen, Ph.D.

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES  
Isabelle Cherney, Ph.D. 

President

PRESIDENT’S CONGRATULATORY REMARKS 
Isabelle Cherney, Ph.D.

PRESENTATION OF SENIOR CLASS REPRESENTATIVE 
Keri Alioto, Ed.D. 

Vice President for Student Affairs

COMMEMORATIVE ADDRESS, SENIOR CLASS REPRESENTATIVE 
Mileisis Romero Morban 

Fashion Design | May 2025

WELCOME TO THE ALUMNI COMMUNITY 
Lena Lee ‘85 

CLOSING OF COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
Karen E. Friedlen, Ph.D.

Native Speaker Translation provided by Vanessa Varela Morales, M.A.

PROGRAM
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF PROFESSIONAL DOCTORATE IN  
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

Esmeralda Acosta
Valerie Jean Addie
Rachel Marie Badtke
Catherine Rose Caruso-Schaefer
Alyssa Kathryn Cassiere
Paige Kathryn Cavers
Caroline Elizabeth Enes
Emma Ann Kupferschmidt
Morgan Elizabeth Anne Materna

Paige Kathryn Millard
Molly Jean Noffke
Ashli Lorene Price
Estela Rangel
Kylie Lynn Smith
Renee Lee Steinbach
Amber Rose Ulickey
Azeb M Weldemariam

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION

Sarah Ann Canadas
Lichelle Gullett
Krystal M Hayes

Amanda Lee Mutchie Brice
Lesley Pierce Rubenstein
Mary Claire Kelly Wilson

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ART THERAPY  
WITH AN EMPHASIS IN COUNSELING

Sarah Elizabeth Brooks
Alexandra J. Garcia
Hayley Ishihara
Rebecca Kacanda
Jamie Lynn Malan

Sara R. Skyles
Amber Smith
Danielle Elizabeth Wallenfang
Melanie Weigel
Sophia Malena Wilt

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN DIETETICS

Jennifer Ann Adamczyk  
Celia Janowski
Sarah L Lompa
Jamy McClain
Argelia Morales Diaz
Danielle Christine Muhr

Adriana Patnode Fonseca
Sydney Pitrof
Tess E Strother
Riley Weix
Juan Christopher Yunga Tigre

CANDIDATE FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN FOOD SCIENCE

Shelly Lynn Gebert
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Gretchen M Astone
Kari Castiglione
Meilani Albano Connolly
Christine Easwara
Andrea Michelle Karras
Christy L. Mash
Kristyn M. McAghon
Catherine Nicole Tetzlaff Mundo
Dawn Marie Michels Norman
Jennifer Ella Packard
Tiffany Lee Pajak

Bonnie Pape
Sarah Elizabeth Phillips
Jill Noel Quinlan
Stephanie Riff
Erin M Schultz
Patricia Therese Smith
Gaminee Patel Sura
Sydne Leigh Trapp
Kimberly Renee Tyler
Anna Lisa Webber

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING

Andrea M Ballenger
Jay Youmans Carpenter
Amna Rafique Chaudhary
Nikia T Davis
Carolyn Marie Ferda
Erin Marie Giese
Mahogany Givens
Emily A Guzman
Rachael Hall
Isabel S. Hanes
Mykaela Harrington
Jessica L. Hebbe
Kaitlin Ketter
Alyssa Klein
Danielle Audrey Leider
Abby Elizabeth Lemke

Melissa Ann Lemke
Mary Elizabeth MacCudden ^
Lauren Rose Miller
Alexis Gabriella Newberg ^
Anthony Anorue Okore
Kaylee Phillips
Gabrielle Nona Price
Lisa A. Purtue
Mariah Lynn Riese
Shalay Rogers
Jennifer L. Rossmann
Margaret Mary Swagel
Olivia Theander
Emilie June Tilleman
Victoria Lynn Tillotson
Maxine Ziegler

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES



CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK 

Aylin Stefanie Cardoso
Kaitlin Deuel
Shanda Flock
Giselle Granados
Hilary Kathryn Honsa

Lesli Jaramillo Cervantes
Lacey Langron
Kellie Ann Ruelle
Kathleen Schultz

CANDIDATES FOR POST MASTERS CERTIFICATE

Pamela J. Chesky Johnson
Janelle Keller

Timothy Lambrecht
Erik Christopher Marter

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ARTS

Jarelly Gisell Aguilera
Magdalene Edet Akpan *
Jasmin Alvarez Cruz
Mariana Batalla Romero §
Serena Bernal
Maggie Bowen
Sharmina L Branch
Alexis Cain ***
Graciela Maria Cortez
Elise DeGraef
Brianna Kay Ecker
Gianna Elizabeth Elston-Gove *
Abigail Susan Farr *
Megan Eve Frerichs *** 
Galilea Garnica ***
Angelina Hamburger
Melissa Hurtado Reyes
Shekinah Kylene Jones
Kourtney Paige Key ***
Emily Nicole Koehler *
Zelma Johanna Leon Guerrero **
Sarah Loera Flores

Jessica Lizbeth Martinez Casillas *
Amairany Martinez-Gonzalez
Selma Mello
Brenda Narvaez
Rosa Maria Ochoa Yoplac ***
Carmen Areli Olmedo
Laysha Puga Porras
Beverly Quiles Martinez
Mallory Reinhardt **
Aili Paola Rodriguez Colina
Beverly Romero *
Mileisis Yohanny Romero Morban §
Kathryn Nicole Rose ***
Mary Catharine Safranski ***
Kate Jaqueline Salinas
Paw Ta La Say
Nicole Cecilia Schutt *
Kailey Marie Stout *
Shawna Tarczewski ***
Tha Bie Tha *
Yelena Iris Vélez
Leann Monika Wolf

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Mamita Bagale ** ^
Alondra Yvette Cordova

Heather L McCutchin ***
Graciela Rosita Rios
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

McKinzie Alexus-Douglas
Amanda Antonio
Lauren K Ascher **
Ashante Buchanan *
Mai Yer Julie Chang *
Ngun Cer Chin **
Maggie Lynn Chmiel *
Lillian Michael Fay
Willow May Gervais
Micaela Gonzalez
Ava Marie Govek **
Kylie Ann Hernandez ^
Sadasia Lanell Jefferson-Epps
Blake Justus Jones
Abigail M Lillie **
Maria T. Matos Arzola
Aye Chan Myint Moh
Analee Jazmin Montijo 
Thi Bich Sen Ngo 
Thi Thao Hoa Nguyen 

Lillian E Nogalski  
Alyssen Marie Noriega
Anastasia Maria Paulino
Maria Fernanda Perez *** 
Kiaraliss Perez Robles
Crystal Anne Peterson 
Thi Hue Phung
Miztly Yaslen Quinones Gonzalez
Harley Michalia Robinson *
Estela Saldivar-Quiroz **
Olivia Seay
Sarah Ann Sobel ***
Annia Vanessa Soto-Moreno
Nina Monique Starks
Natalia Rose Tobias
Ashley Marie Trabert *
Bresa Marie Vuittonet *
Michele Renee Weber
Emma Zais **

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

Wassila Benkhelouf
Chazidy M.E. Carson
Suzan Dawod ***
Inpanat Douangvilay
Addison Rose Emmling ^
Kayla Fuher *
Jennifer Gibbs *
AshLee Mae Gierach
Luz Mariana Guerrero Sanchez
Kaltumo Hassen 
Courtney M. Hirsch
Sarah Rosa Hood *
Rhianna Tatise Jones *
Doreen Boisabi Kebabe **

Bailey M. Krimmer *
Zuliany M. Lopez-Ramos
Melissa Lopez-Salas
India Diamond La’Francis Lucas
Chinyere Obi
Ana Sofia Padilla Ruvalcaba ***
Yunuen Y Perez
Guadalupe Rangel-Chavez
Lisette Rodriguez
Khaleah Omaria Aneka Rushing
Erika Vazquez
Faith Suabci Xiong ***
Megan Renee Zuehlke

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES



CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES & CERTIFICATES
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK

Rydia Carter
Melodie Diane Kowalefski *
Brandi T Mathias ** 
Maeve Evelyn Keane Mullooly ***

Natalie Yolanda Spencer
Marka Tial *
Deaja K. Wilder ***
 

CANDIDATE FOR POST BACCALAUREATE CERTIFICATE

Megan Troy
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MOUNT MARY UNIVERSITY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MOUNT MARY UNIVERSITY

CORPORATE BOARD
SCHOOL SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME

Helen Jane Jaeb, SSND
Ann Scholz, SSND 
Addie Lorraine Walker, SSND

Becky Pinter, M.S.
Marjorie Rucker, J.D. ’00 
Stephanie Russell, Ph.D.   
Eileen Schwalbach, Ph.D.   
Debra M. Sciano, SSND 
Jeff Scott  
Sharon Slear, SSND 
Yollande Tchouapi, M.B.A.  
Ann Tesmer, M.S., ’94, ’01 
May yer Thao 
Marilka Velez ’03 
Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.  
Trustee Emeriti:   
   Kathryn Maegli Davis ’71 
   Geneva B. Johnson 
   Gary Jorgensen 
   Gary V. Zimmerman

Joan Andert, SSND 
J. Omar Andrietsch 
Sue Bellehumeur ’85 
Joel Brennan 
Margaret Callahan, Ph.D.  
Isabelle Cherney, Ph.D. 
Karen Davidson ’81 
Erica-Nicole Harris ’07 
Jeff Hembrock  
Lisa Jansen ’88 
Dave Jorgensen 
David Krutz, J.D. 
Mary Jo Layden 
Lena Lee ’85 
Terra McKinney, M.B.A., ’13 
Ann Nattinger, M.D. 
Scott Naze 
Marie O’Brien ’08

Debra M. Sciano, SSND  
Jacqueline Buckley, SSND
Joan DiProspere, SSND
Sandra Helton, SSND  



LATIN HONORS

 * Cum Laude   
 ** Magna Cum Laude  
*** Summa Cum Laude 
§  Graduation in the Honors Program 
^ Summer 2025 Graduate

Cum laude means “With Praise” and is indicated by the * symbol. This is awarded to students whose 
cumulative grade point record reflects a 3.6 or higher. Magna cum laude means “With High Praise”  
and is indicated by the ** symbol. This is awarded to students whose cumulative grade point record 
reflects a 3.8 or higher. Summa cum laude translates to “With Highest Praise” and is indicated by the  
*** symbol. This is awarded to students whose cumulative grade point record reflects a 3.9 or higher. 

Degree conferral is certified by the official Mount Mary University transcript denoting degree completion  
and honor distinctions.

This listing of degree candidates and honor distinctions is preliminary for Spring 2025 candidates.  
Final honor distinctions does not constitute certification of degree conferral. 
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THIS PROGRAM IS NOT AN OFFICIAL GRADUATION LIST 
While every effort is made to ensure accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines may  
result in omission of some names and use of names of persons not completing graduation requirements 
as intended. This printed program, therefore, should not be used to determine a student’s academic 
or degree status. Mount Mary University Office of the Registrar manages all official student academic 
documentation.
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HISTORY OF ACADEMIC REGALIA
Academic regalia was inherited from the medieval universities of the 11th and 12th centuries.  
It is thought that the woolen gowns and hoods, worn by scholars for warmth in unheated quarters, 
evolved from the clerical practice of wearing a cape or mantle in religious processions. In 1895, 
American institutions of higher learning first produced a uniformity code for these vestments.

The cap worn almost universally in academic processions is the “Oxford cap,” better known as the 
mortarboard. The mortarboard, which is always black, is square to symbolize a book. A different 
style of academic headgear called the “Cambridge cap” resembles a large beret.

The tassel attached to the mortarboard is also typically black, although its color may be used to 
signify the field in which the degree is granted. Academic hoods, worn around the neck and down 
the back of the gown, signify the level of the degree, the field in which it was given and/or the 
institution that awarded it. The masters hood is moderate in length, and the doctoral hood  
is fuller and longer.

The gown’s exterior velvet panel color identifies the field in which the degree is awarded. 

HONORS SOCIETY CORDS

Gold Medallion: Graduating member of Honors Program
Gold Cords: Graduating with Academic Honors
Blue and Gold: Phi Alpha, Social Work Honor Society 
Blue and Red: Phi Alpha Theta, History Honor Society
Blue and Silver: Psi Chi, Psychology Honor Society
Blue and White: Chi Sigma Iota, Counseling Academic and Professional Honor Society International
Brown and Ivory: Kappa Gamma Pi, Graduate Honor Society
Gold: Alpha Mu Gamma, Foreign Language Honor Society
Lavender and White: Sigma Theta Tau International, Nursing Honor Society
Maroon and Gold: Delta Epsilon Sigma, National Catholic Scholastic Honor Society
Pink and Silver: Kappa Mu Epsilon, Mathematics Honor Society
Red and Green: Beta Beta Beta; Biology Honor Society
Red and White: Lambda Pi Eta, Communication Honor Society
Red and Black: Sigma Tau Delta, English Honor Society
Scarlet: Theta Alpha Kappa, Theology Honor Society
Teal: Alpha Kappa Delta, Sociology Honor Society

HOOD TRIM 

Arts, Letters and Humanities:  White
Business:  Drab
Education:  Light Blue
Fine Arts:  Brown
Journalism:  Crimson
Occupational Therapy:  Slate Blue
Music:  Pink
Nursing:  Apricot
Philosophy:  Dark Blue
Science:  Golden Yellow
Social Work: Citron 
Theology: Scarlet



Congratulations
Class of 2025!

VISIT: MTMARY.EDU/ALUMNI  EMAIL: MMU-ALUMNI@MTMARY.EDU  CALL: (414) 930-3025

Welcome to the Mount Mary University alumni community. 
As new graduates, you continue to be part of the Mount Mary 
family as you now join over 15,000 proud alums transforming 
the world. We hope you will stay close and stay connected. 

/MountMaryUniversityAlumni @mmu_alumni@mount-mary-alumni


